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I muſt work the Works of him that ſent me, while 
it ts Day: the Night cometh, when no man can 
＋ work. | | | 8 i! | 


LES © 


© 


of Feruſalem, on 2 Sabbath-Day, ſaw a poor Man, 
; who had been blind from his Nativity. Where- 


the Pitbagerean Error, of Souls ſinning in ſome Præ- 
exiſtent ſtate, deſired to be reſolved, in this Queſtion, 
Who did Sin, thu Man, or bu Parents, that he was born 
blind? ver. 2 n en N 3 
They falſely concluded, that either the one or 
other of them, had been guilty of ſome notorious 
Sin, and that God had ſignally'fixt the Mark of his 


high Diſpleaſure upon them, in the Blindneſs of this 


perſoꝑ · Our Saviour, to rectiſy this groſs miſtake, 


Fe Reply to them in the pext 2a Aud ſays 


W 8 | ſys 


N the beginning of this Chapter we find, that 
our Saviour, as he was walking along the Streets 


upon his Diſciples, being tainted (as ſome think) with 


1 


” 2 | 0 
f 2 32 > 
„ * A 
+, PS BD OY” 1 i 
* — . l g 1 ; k Aa * , : N N 
8 e , qe ' 
8 : * be. * 1 * . 5 9 , | 
** 3 + 039 | 4 j X | > 
* "SY g * s * 
w * 
— * ih - * - 4 
7 9 1 1 Y © $1 | . 1 * N : - w# þ „ 
f a 4 PA * * 7 94 
* > Be e 4 . 4 
4 1 * 11 [ 
Occaſic d by he much lam d DEATH 
. 1 p 1 1 UCL g ww 
= bo . 


2 A Scrmm oeelifiowd by the Death 


'Nejther hath tha Man ſinned, nor bu Parents. "The 
Man himſelf had never exiſted till his ion, 
and ſo cou'd not be puniſhed with this Blindneſs, for 
any Sin of his own: Nor had his Parents been Sin- 

ners abqve the reft of Mankind, ſo as to deſerve a 

more diſtinguiſhing Mark of the Divine diſpleaſure: 

but the true reaſon of this afflitive Diſpenſation, 
was, That the works of God ſhould be made manifiſt in 
bim. That is (1) © That the Attributes of God 
might be manifefted in him. His juftice, in making 
ſinful Man liable co ſuch grievous Calamitjes ; his 
ordinary power and | goedne(s in ſuppprting a poor 

Man under ſuch a tedious Affliction; his extraordi- 
nary power and goodneſs in the cure of him: But 

mote efpecially, (2) That the Counſel of God con- 
cerning the Redeemer, might be manifeſted in him · 
He was born blind, that our Lord Jeſus might have 
the Honour of healing him, and therein prove him 
Telf ſent of God to be the Light of the World. 
And therefore our Lord, as ſoon as he ſaw this miſe- 
rable Object, had compaſſion on him, and preſently 
wrought a miraculous Cure in him. But it being 
the Fewiſh Sabbath on which this Miracle was 
wrought, our Saviour firſt gives the Reaſon, in the 
Ath. and 5th. verſes, why he would work the Cure 
without any Delay. 1 muſt. work the works of bim that 
ſent me, while it uu day: the night cometh when no Man 
can work. As long as I am in the World, I an the light 
of the World, —, I have no time now to conſider the 
Propriety and Force of this Reaſon, as it relates to 
the reſtoring of ſight to this blind Man: But as it 
may zuſtly be applied to the whole of what CHRIST 
had to do in the World, I ſhall briefly obſerve two 
or three things in the words of my Text, to bring 
them down to the preſent Occaſion. Here then, 
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E We may obſerve the great Concern our Saviour 
expreſſes, to do the works which the Father ſent him 
into the World to do- I muſt work the works of bim 


that ſent me. When Chriſt came into the World, he 


was ſent by God the Father; and when the Father 
ſent him into the World, he gave him a great deal of 
Work to do. He ſent him to accompliſh the moſt 
important Work of Fallen Man's Redemption. And 
in the proſecution of this great Affair, CHRIST had 
à multitude of Buſineſſes lying on his hands; which 
are call'd here the Works of bim that ſent him: And he 
was pleafed voluntarily to lay himſelf under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations, to do all the Buſineſs he was 
ſent about. And therefore he ſays, I muſt work the 
works, 8c. That is, I look upon my ſelf under the 
ſtricteſt Engagements, and ſo am reſolved to hay out 
my ſelf with the utmoſt Vigour and Diligence, to 
do the works of him that ſent me. And ſuch pleaſure 
and delight had Chrift in doing the Buſineſs he came 
about, that he aſſures us in Joh. 4. 34: My meat s 
to do * of bim that ſent me, and to finiſh bu Mork. 

Aa! Again, | | . 


2. We may obſerve the Time, and Seaſon, in which 
CHRIST would work the works of him that ſent 
him. This he expreſſes in thoſe Words, While it « 
Day. i. e. while the time of Life laſts, which is the 


time appointed to work in. As Chrift had a great 
deal of work to do here, in bs own Perſon ; ſo he 


had but a ſhort ſpace to doit in: The time of Life 
was the only Seaſon he had for this end; and there- 
ſore he calls this bs Day, and reſolves to improve 


every Moment of it, in working the works of him 


that ſent him. This is confirm'd to us in the fol- 


lowing words. And therefore, 


4 


3. We may obſerve the Reaſon, why our Saviour 


| was ſo greatly concern d, to accompliſh the work by 
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8 Land of Darkneſs, And e as Night is unfit 
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had to do, while the Day of Life laſted: This we 
have in thoſe words, --——-7be Night cope when, 
24a can work. As the time of Life is fixly compa 
to Day, in the foregoing Clauſe: ;:ſo Death is intendec 
by Night in theſe words. And Death is very aptly 
compared to Night, as it extinguiſhes the light. f 
Life, and lays us to ſleep in the, Grave which is the 


o do the work of the Day in; ſo aſter Death there 
zs no doing the Work which is proper to be done in 
the time of Life. And for this Reaſon, our bleſſed 

Saviour ſat himſelf induftriouſly to do the Work he 
was ſent into the World for, while the Day of Life 
laſted : knowing he cou'd have. no r ſor 
it, according to the determinate Counſel of God, 
aſter the Night of Death ſhould overtake him - Thus 
you have the ſenſe of the Words, as they land nextly 
related to the glorious Redeemer. of Mankind 
And now, to come to the ſubject I cond. theſe 
Words may be apply'd to the Minifers of the Goſpel, 
who are the Servants of Chriſt, and ſhould take him 

for an Example, wherein he is imitable by them. 
Indeed the words may properly enough be applied 
to all the Diſciples and Followers of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : For they have all. their ng gi — them 
by God; and a great Work it is, even to 1 
and their Generation, according to the Will = God, 
and to work out their etemal Selvation; This is 
the Buſineſs God ſent them into the World to 
pliſh : And they have but their Day, 2 Day: -0f 
Life to do it in; and this Day is haſtening to a 
cloſe: For the Night of Death is coming upon 
n wherein no Man can work 

But then theſe Words are, ia a more peculiar 


manner, applicable to the Miniſters of. CHRIST, 
For they have not only an equal concern, with the 


reſt of Mankind, in what I bayg juſt now hinted: 
Nr t.tbere a 2 grester — between 10 
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ticular Work, and the Work which God ſent bis Som 
into the World to accompliſh, than there is between 
this Wotk of Chrift, and the Work of ordinary 
Chriſtians. For as Chriſt came into the World. to 
work out the Redemption of God's Elect; fo the 
ſpecial work of Goſpel. Miniſters is to inftru@ and 
_ gp in an — = Eternal Life. 5 | 
accordingly this is the OBSER VATION 

es Words, Tſhafl Tpeak to, at this time. 1 


„ the indiſpenſible Duty of all CHRIST": MINIS- 
\* "TERS, to 2 their Lord, in * the Wir 
x . bim that ſent : em, while i 2 Day. 


is. ſubject 1 chuſe to meditate on at e 

W e of the ſortdw ful Occaſion God has given me 
for meg in the premature Death of 'n very deſirable 
Omer of Chriſt, in this Neighbourhood, che laſt 
Concerti whom, I may dae up the 
Faihebtar u, 23 David for  TFonathan, I am * 


6d, Oh ! that by theſe Meditations T my full + $5 
10 quicken'd 55 great Work God has given me to 
o; and you, My Heaters, be quicken'd to greatet 

Attention to che Word diſpensd to you, by ches 
Minifters of Chrift, While their Day of ſpeaking to 
you in the Name of dur Lord, and your rt of hears 
ing them, Hafi continue 

0 toceed then; 1 hall now proſecu te my De? 
ſign; * 128 ſpenk to che N in hand, under theſe 
foor yetieral Heads. * 


D, as 80 was. 


Je 


* 
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wed 
Co I Me inen Jade, who Died Spe ax e727. 


183 juſt <ompleated the 3ork, Year of bis Ag. | 
II. They 
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„ | 4 Sermon fyophe Death. 
II. They have their Work given. them. to de, ai 


| 8 | Chriſt had. 


III. They: have but their Day, 10 do their Mork ing 
. as CHRIST had his Day. And therefore, 
IV. It is the indiſpenſible Duty of all of them, to imi- 

tate their LORD, in working the Works ef him 


that ſent them, while it a Day... 14 N 
I fhall bave time to ſpeak but briefly, t6 Each. of 
theſe Heads. Ls 17 9 * 
N The MINISTERS of the. Goſpel are ſent by 


GOD, as Chriſt was ſent. JESUS CHRIST, when 


| he came into the World to accompliſh the great 


Work of our Redemption, had his Miſſion from 
GOD the FATHER. This he owns in the Words 


of my Text; I muſt work the Warks of bim that SENT 


me. And again, we have the moſt expreſs aſſurance 
of it in Gal. 4.4. But when. the fulneſs of time came, 
God SENT forth bu Son. And as CHRIST was ſent 
by God; ſo are all true MINISTERS of 33 
They have their Commiſſion and Inſtructions from 
on high, as he had · Indeed, The ordinary Minifters 


of Chriſt are not immediately ſent by God, as he was. 


ut yet as Hu Miſſion was Divine, ſo is Theirs, The 
FEATHER ſent forth his Son into the World; and 
the SON ſends forth his Ambaſſadors. _ See Joh. 20. 21. 


| w==——— As the Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend I y0u, 


*Tis true, Theſe. words do not ſuppoſe, that the 
Commiſſion and Power which Chriſt gives to his 
Miniſters, is equal to what he received from the 
Father: but there is a ſimilitude or likeneſs in the 
Milton it ſelf, The FATHER- qualify'd his. SON 
or the great Work, he had for him to do, and then 

ſent him into the World, with full Power and Autho- 
rity, to accompliſh that Work; ſo CHRIST being 
one with the FATHER, raiſes up and qualifies Men, 


for the Work of the Goſpel-Miniftry, and ee 


Wi ew 
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CHRIST 


ik eee Redeem and 


Son, mk of iN 
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the [ame Authorty that the Father fefit” hiiti forth? hs 
ſends them forth to their Work. Thus he qualify '4 
the APOSTLES the , Minifters of che Gofpel- 
Church,” by immediate la kaden and [ene them 
forth immediately from himſelf, with extraordinary 
Powers, ' which cens d with chem. And thus again, 
de ſends forth Paſtors nd Teachers, who ate his fates 
ing Miniftty in the Goſ Vox and to continue 
it to tine end of the Tueſe de qunliftes 
and ſends forth in a mediate Way: That is, He makes 
uſe of Men and Means to furniſh them for their 
Work, and giye them Itidh&ion fte it. And theſe 
may as propetly be ſaid do be ſefrt by Hitm as 4977 
For the Work which they have to do, their So 

cations for it, their Iriffttitiony about it; And 
Commiſſion ad Call to 2 — b of) 
ate all from Ft: That is, poſitive 
5 and govetn us in this 


Rules in the Goſpel 10 80 
Aﬀeic ; und Wee dy Nen, in Calling 
tie, And 


* eo thel © 5h His. 
is Author + This the Anden e G0 
ave « Divice ion, #5. Chi Chtift bit felf Had: Again, 


2247; This have „ ih bo db s 
4 When A 805 of © 6 50 en e 


into = World, and too but 5 upoh him, he 
wis ſent u the mo important Bufftieſs 5 925 
Honour at & —_ of 
a a 
he her oh. 3. 17. yo 
. 5 6 Ge 2 World : but — 
2 1 7 be be SAVE D. Gal. A. 4, 1. 
weſt of timit um comte, God ſent forth b 
Women, male under the Law, t REDEEM 
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n proceed m. 
ful down 


loft Simm ow, a+ 
God. 
of his Mimon 
wot bi Son 
oh World 

ut ben the fil 


in 


8 a, * * Maith, 28, ven * + 11, 12. : 77 
2 | them 


)* * „ 
| F LF e occafion'd by the Death 


lons f them 4 were: under the Law, that we might receive t 

1 Adoption of Sons, In like manner, when CHRIST 
{ends forth. his Miniſters, he gives them their Work 
to do, and it is the moſt} important Work in the 
Here then, in ſpeaking to this Head, 1 ſhall briefly 
enquire into two things. (1) What is che Work 
which Chriſt has given his Miniſters to do? And 
(2) How. or after what Manner are they to lh 
themlelyes to their Work? 


1 The En quiry is, What is the Wark which 
CHRIST has given his Miniſters to do? 


In Anſwer to this, I ſhall ſay in general; The 
Prczal Work which Chriſt has aſſign'd to his Minil⸗ 
ters, is, tO. build up and eſtabliſh his Kingdom in the 
World. He has appointed them co; go on with 
his Work upon Falte and to lay out themſelves for 
the ſpreading of his and enlarging his pa 
dom among Men. The Dey. are the Herald: of Chri 
and he) ſends chem to publiſh the Tidings of 
Salvation to loſt Sinners F- They are his 9 j 
and he ſends. them to car Y on 4 Treaty of peace 
with offending . a. have the ſum of thei 
Jaftrattions i in 2, 210 G5 ow. then LY: are Embaſ. 
ſadors for Chrip, a cho 2 h yon.by.us ; we pray 
zom in Chriſt's ſtead, b e ge reconciled 10 God. In a word, 
Their Buſineſs, is, to Proſelzte as many por Souls as 
they can, to, the Intereft of Chriſt, and eſta bliſh them 
in it; 5 and thereby to lead chem in the way to ever- 
Life. This is the ſum of their Inttructions. 
Dut if you enquire now, more particularly, into the 
ſeveral Parts of their ſacred. Freun ren, It wauld 
take up more time than I have for the preſent Exer- 
ciſe, to ſpeak diſtinctly and ully to each of them. 
8 — R_— * 
115 5% 2. OE 2 
SE Hows 
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cipal Branches of it: And fay, - 
Firſt, They muft Preach the evetlaſting Goſpel to 


| However, I ſhall juſt hint ar a few of the more prin? 
1 thoſe they are ſent unto. This is the Chief Article 
* 

k 

d 


they have in their ſacred Commiſion. © See Mark 
16. I5- Go ye into all the world, and Preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. And agreeably, the Apoſtle Paul aſ- 
» fures us, he was ſent by Chriſt, with this Intent prin- 
* cipally, to Preach the Goſpel 7. And therefore, the 
a that are called to the Work of the Evangelical Miniſ- 
4 try, muſt make it their chief Care and Endeavour to 
* preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, as it is revealed to us in 
the facred Scriptures. They muft ſhow to Sinners 
the miſerable Condition they are in, by the Breack 
of the Firſt Covenant: And open to them, the Nature 
and Terms of the New Covenant, They muſt unfold _ 
to them the great Myſtery of a Mediator, and Re- 
demption by him. They muft acquaint them who the 
ſor Almighty and only Saviour of periſhing Sinners is, 
i; viz. JESUS CHRIST, God-Man, in his threefold 
of 


Office, of Prophet, Prieft and King; and inform 
them what they muſt do, to obtain an Intereſt in 
him. And to this end, They muſt explain the Doc« 
triges of evangelical -Repentance for Sin, of Faith 
72 in Chriſt, and New. Obedience to his Command- 
ments: the Doctrines of Man's utter · inſufficiency in 
pra) | himſelf; and the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt : the Doc- 
NC, | trines of the New- Birth, of Juſtification by the impu- 
5 | ted Righteouſneſs: of Chrift, and the like. And to 
dem | move Sinners to their Duty, they muſt ſet before them 
Jer | the alluring Promiſes and the amazing Threatnings 
ons. with which the Do&rines of Salvation are enforſc in 
the the Word of God. Thus muſt they preach the 
auld | Goſpel of Chriſt. I I EIN 
xet- Again, They muſt be much in Prayer to God with 
lem. | and for their particular Flocks. They muft give them 
2 * 1 8 4279 — * I 
} 1-£07- z. 27. 4 . 
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ſelves to Prayer, as well as to the 


And 
2 a 


it Symon accafion d by the Death +. 
12 0 ht of the 


Word |]. And be — 7 in their Addreſſes to the 
Throne of Gra * onl ee. . 


fo 


alſo on the behalf of their 
And they, They —_ nifter the Seals nd 
| Cenſures of the 9975 to the proper ſubjects of them. 


They muſt Adminiſter Baptiſm to whom the Ordi- 
nance belongs, und the Lord's-Supper ta ſuch as are 
qualify'd - for it, and can be. perſwaded to their Duty 
in this Reſpe&- And when any Profeſſors lay them» 
lobes. 0 dy their ſcandalous Immoralities, they 
. nk the Cenſures of Chriſt's Church, to vin» 

es 


Honour of our LORD, and reclaim the 


Finally, They muſt imitate the: Life of 
nd exemplify. the Duties of Chriſtienity 
in holy Lives and Converſations. They. muſt imi- 
tate the Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, Self-denial 
and the other imitable Virtpes of che Omar, of 
which. he has left them à glorious and ſpotleſs Ex- 
ample to Copy aftgr. In a word, They much cr 
one obſerve the Apoſile's. Charge to Timethy, 1. Epiſt. 
4.12. — Be thon an Carey's of the Believers, in 
ſerd, in Coxverſation, in Chari in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity, And by ſuch an holy Canduct in the Word, 
they muſt labour, if poſſible, to Convince the molt. 


obſtinate, of the Reality of the Chriſtian Religion, 


and, by this means, gain them over to the Acknow- 
ledgment of Chriſt and his Trutz. 


And thus I haye given you a ſhort Sceonne of the. 


have been named, as ſo many diſtin& parts of it; 


bp theſe, | conceive, are the more principab Articles 
in it; and all the reſt, ſome way or other dani d | 


in 2 K Nene 1 


* 
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Miniſterial Wark. Many other things indeed might; | 
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) L proceed now. to the next Enquiry ;, and this 
is, Han ar after hat manner, are the. Miniſters of | 
CHRIST to apply themſelves £2. the Work, hi 
their Lord has given them to do? Aud here If 


ay — 5 


* 


Firſt, They muſt apply themſelres to it, with ax 
Eye. principly at the Glory of GOD and CHRIST, and 
with a Zeat for the Advancement of it. The Hono 
of Sod muft be the firſt. and governing End 
all their holy Miniſtcations. They myſt propound 
this in all they do; not only in their common Cone 
verſation in the World, as all Chriſtians are bound to 
do; ſee r. Cor. xo. 31+ But more eſpecially in the 
Diſcharge 


of their Miniſterial Work, becauſe the Glo- 
ry of God is more nearly concerned in this, than in 
any other Affair whatever- And this Conſideration 
ſhould ſpur them on to engage with Zeal, in the ſers 
vice of their Lord and Maſter; and make them con- 
tend earneſtly for the Advancement of his Glary. 
They muſt copy after the Example of Phinem, ub 
wr, tales for bu Gad. Numb. 25. 11. Or rather 
after a-much greater Example than his, namely, That 
of the ſpatleſs Redeemer, who was eaten up with 6 
Zeal for hu Father's Houſe, Joh. 2. 17. And they muſt, 
think they can never ſpend Time and Pains enough 
in his Service K e ee and 
Again, They muſt engage in it, with the moſt, 
tender Love and Compaſſion for precious: and immortal 
Souls. For next to the Honour of God, the Salva- 


I dion of periſhing Souls, is a matter of the greateſt. 


Importance: And therefore, next to the Glory of 
God, the Miniſters of Chrift muſt have Regard chiefly / 


AF to the Salvation of Souls. And from the, Love they 


bear to them, they ſhould willingly: ſpend and bs 
ſpent in their Service. This is but to follow the 


| Example of our bleſſed Redeemer :. For while here - + 
T's: Earth, he frequently maniſeſted the moſt tender Com- 
. „. tet Wy ws 


peſſion 
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paſſion to the Souls of Men; as you may ſee in 
Nieeth. 23. 37. Luk. 19. 41, 42. OC. And gave the 
fulleſt Proof of his Affection to them, in the unwea- 
ried Pains he took, to gain them over to himſelf, 


and at laſt in laying down his Life for their ſake.” 


Once more, They muſt be faithful and impartial in 
their Work. The Minifters of Chrift, are but Stew- 
ard of the Myſteries of God. 1. Cor. 4. 1. Now, "tw re- 
quired in Stewards, that a Man be found faithful. yer. 2d. 
And therefore, when they apply themſelves to their 
Work, they muft be faithful and impartial in their 
Diſtributions to Men; Their Care muſt be extended 
alike to all. They muſt not regard the High more 
than the Low, nor the Rich more than the Poor, in 
the great concern of their Souls Salvation: For the 


_ falvation of one Soul is as dear to Chrift, for onght 


we know, as the falvation-of another. And therefore 
the Stewards in the Houſhold of Chriſt, muft take 
care, as near as they can, to give every one bu Portion 
3» due ſeaſon *, And to this end, they muſt acquaint 


themfelves with the Perſons and Circumftances of 


thoſe committed to their Charge. Tbey muſt be dili- 
gent to know the ſtate of their Flocks |. And ſee who 


belong to their Charge, and what their ſeveral Con- 


ditions are. And as they find their particular Cir- 
cumſtances require, they muſt adminiſter a word of 
Counſel, of Terror or Comfort to them. They 
muſt warn the unruly, comfort the feeble minded, ſupport 


ide weak, and ſtrengthen thoſe that are going on in 


rhe ways of the Lord. And herein they muſt- ſtudy to 


ſpew themſelves” approved of God, workmen that need not 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 7+ Tim- 
2. 15 u Art Niel to 84. 9 8 55 


And then Again, They muſt proſegute their Work 
with Ccurage and Refolution, They muſt reſolve to 
confront, and, if poflible, to ſurn. ount the greateſt 
— J—̈w — — 


$19.3 e n. Prov. 27. 23. 
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Difficulties that lie in the way of their Duty. And 
as they muſt not imagine the meaneft Perſon beneath 
their tender-Regard:; ſo they muſt not, thro' Cowar- 
dize, think the Greateſt too high. for Chriftian Re- 
proof, when there is occaſion ſor it- In a Word, 
They muſt oppoſe the Torrent of Sin, which way fo- 
ever it runs: And tho” they may meet with Perſecuti- 
ons for Righteouſneſs ſake; yet with the bleſſed 
Apoſtle Paul,. — (Acts 20. 24.) None of theſe things 

d move them, neither ſhould they account their Lives 
dear to them, ſo that they may finiſh their Courſe with jay, 
and.the Miniſtry, which they have received of the Lord 5 


ſas, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God, And then, 


Finally, They muſt apply themſelves to their Work 
with Diligence and Conſt ancey. They muſt labour Day 
and Night in their Lord's Harveſt, and think no Pains 
or Coſt too expenſive to further the great Ends of 
their Miniſtry. And with this Diligence, they muſt 
perſevere in the ſervice they ate caed unto. - Fos ſo 
they. are directed, in 2. Tim. 4. 2. Preach the Word, 
be inſtant in ſeaſon, aut of ſeaſon," reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long-ſuffering and Doctrine. In à Word, They 
muſt uſe all Diligence in their Maſter's Work, and 
hotd-out in it, as long as their working time and ſea- 
ſon laſts: and when they have Gone, all el noe 
count themſelves but anprofitable Servants, and depend 
on the Grace of Chriſt. for their Reward. And thus I 
have briefly anſwer d the two Queſtions propoſed, and 
have finiſhed the ſecond general Head under the 


Doctrine. The next is this, viv. 


III. The Miniſters of the Goſpel have but their Day 
to do their Work in, as Chrift had his. I wuſt work 
the Works of bim that ſent me while it % DAY, The 
Day here ſpoken of is, without Controverſy, the 
time of Life. And as CHRIS TT had b Day, in this 
ReſpeR, to accompliſh the great Work of Man's Re- 
demption; fo have the Miniſters of Chriſt their Day, 


ch 
ions 


| - 


as near as he can, in this reſpect . 
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to work the Works of him thit has ſent them: That 
is, They have each one à certain time and ſeaſon al- 
lotted to them in this World, to do the Buſineſs, and 
accompliſh the great Ends of their Miniſtry. This 
Day properly begins 'at the time when G D fut 
thtultz them forth into his Harveſt; ahd it generally 
continues till the Hour of their Death; or when 
God in. his Providence, once calls a'Man to engage 
in this facred Employment, he ſeſdom ever gives hum 
a Diſcharge fromm it, tin he pups am end to tis Life 
upon Earth. And whenever God ddes this, the 
Man's Day of Service is at an end with him, and 
27 10 rns to him any more. So that every Minif- 


80 we the Goſpel has 5» Da, and but b Day to do. 
bis | 


_—— 
Ad this leads me now 5 the hft bee; nf 


propofed to ſpeak to, namely, | 


IV. Since tie Pfiniſters of 05 dave vor; thiets 
Day, tis their indiſpenſible © Duty« to ' itmitats their 
Lord, in 90 King the Works of Fry that ſent them white 
i Dey with them. Chriſt improved © his Day upon 
th, and fully 'accompliſh'& the Werk whicts-the 
e 5 to mY And therefore he ch d 
cdi appeal to him in the end of his Puy? and 
fay, a8 in Joh. T4. 4, 1 have glorified thee n Earth 1 
bave HR, the nt which thou gaveſt me ro db. And 
every Mifiiſter of Helft is bound eo en e 


And this is what I am to evidence to you in the 


11 proſecution. of this Head, 


And here T might fay many things to proce che 
dint, if 1 had time to enlarge: but fince I have not, 
Tak name bur one only : And this ts the Reaſon 
girenin the Text, namely 
The Night us defining pon them, in which nd Man can 
work. ' By Night here we are doubtlefs to underſtand 
our Dri; as L obſeryed to Fyon in opening the _ 
nd 
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And this Night is haſcnin upon every. one hs is 
called ro labour in the ine yard of God. For the 
Miniſters of CHRIST are no more ſecure from the 
Arreſts of Death than any of cheir People The 
Fathers where” are they ? And the Prophets, do they live 
fever? * Surely no; They were not ſuffered" To continue 
by. reaſon of Death || And as the Prophets” under the 
Old-Teſtament ate all long ſince. dead; fo the Miniſters 
of the Goh -Diſpenſation die, and 20 to the Houſe 
appolngey i or all living. They have no more an Ex- 
emption from Death, than cheit Predeceſſots had. 
For the Apoſtfes and fit * of the Neu- Teſta- 
ment Diſpet Sh have alf, many Ages ago, reſigned 
to 10 the ſcroke of Death. d many more have gone 


after them; in the ſeveral Ages of Ty he Chriſtian 
3 


Church. And every Miniſter of . Chriſt, now upon 
the Stage of Action, moſt expect in 1 lietle while to 
follow. Their Day is baftening to an end; and the 
Night is as faſt coming upon them. Death is cloſely 
purſaing them at the heels, and wilt ſhortly gather 
oe to their Fathers, Kd clap” them up Priſoners in 
the dark and ſilent Grave: And bow ſoon Death 
may overtake them, ind bring them to the end ot 
their Day, no Man knows. For, are any of them in 
their yourhful Days, and juſt ſetting out in th 3 
of their Lord? heir Sim, * ought we kn | 
go down in the Morning Noon "at the furthel 
AS we have had many 1 ol Inſtances of Ys 3 
2nd one the Week paſt. Now, as foon as the Night 
Death N oon 950 it] inftancly put a 

Mac to their working kime. For im Mau, ſays our 
8 idur itr che Text, c wk in it. And this is 

reeable to What Solos long before obferved con- 
ering the Grave. Excl. N — Tiere rk, 
nor Divice, nor Riot nor Fett"; in the PIR. whis 
ther thou Licht ne EIS 


* Zach, 1. 
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4 Now this is a ſtron 


| 4 Argument, why they ſhould 
work. the Works of 


im that ſent them while it is 


Day; and undeniably proves it to be their Duty to 


do ſo. For their Work is of the laſt Importance in 
it ſelf, and muſt neceſſarily be done ſome. time or 
other, if they wou'd fave themſelves, or them that 
hear them. There is no Work in the whole World, 


wherein the Honour of God is fo nearly concerned as 


in this: and therefore, their Duty to their Lord and 
Maſter obliges them indiſpenſibly to perform it. 
The Salvation of precious Souls has 2 very great 
Dependance upon it: For this is the appointed 
means for the Converſion of Sinners to God, and the 
Edification of Saints in the way to Glory. Rom. 10. 
27. So then Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the 
Word of God. And 2. Cor. 1. 24. We are Helpers 
of your joy, &c. No this lays a neceflity upon them 
to do their Work faithfully, ſome time or other. For 
the Souls of Men are of ſuch worth in themſelves, and 
the Salvation of Souls is of ſo great account with 
God, that thoſe who are called to labour in this Affair, 


can have no. Diſpenſation for the negle& of their 


Duty. In a word, Their own good Account at the 
great Day, and their Eternal Well-being in the 
World to come, has a neceſſary Dependance upon 


their working the Works of him that ſent them, ſoon- 


er or later: For without this, they'l incur the Guile 
of unfaithful Servants, and have the Blood of many 
others beſides their own Souls, to anſwer for at the 


final Judgment 1. And now, fince it is abſolutely 
neceſlary on theſe accounts, That the Miniſters of 


Chriſt faithfully fulfil the Miniſtry which their Lord 
has committed to them, ſome time or, other ; and 
ſince there is no poſſibility, of Diſcharging this Work, 


alter the Night of Death once overtakes them, it is a 
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indiſpenſible Bonds to work the works of him that 

ſent them, while the Day and Time of Life laſts. | 
And thus I have briefly gone thro' the Doctrinal 
part of my Diſcourſe: I ſhall proceed now to make 


ſome Practical IMPROYEMENT of it. And 
here ——— | | 


Infer. 1. Is it the proper Work of Chriſt's Miniflers 
to preach the everlaſting Goſpel ; and thereby. to 
build up and eftabliſh the Kingdom of Chriſt among 
Men? Wie ſhould then ble God when be raiſes up, and 
ſends ſuch Miniſters to us, as are faithful in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty. The Goſpel of God our Saviour is the 
3 Bleſſing any People can enjoy in the World. 

t is the glad Tidings of Salvation by a Redeemer; 
and the moſt joy ful News a periſhing Sinner can he 
entertain'd with. See Luk. 2. 10, 11, 13, 14. And 
therefore, the Preachers of the Goſpel ought, to be the 
moſt welcome of any Men unto us. And according- 
ly, when God raiſes up among a People, ſuch as ap- 
prove themſelves faithful co him in his ſervice, they 
ſhould bleſs God for his gracious Regards to them, in 
this Reſpect: and ſhould highly eſteem ſuch Ambaſſa- 
dors of Chrift, for their works ſake; And fay as in 
Iſa. 52.7. How beautiful upon the Mountains, are the Feet 
of them that bring good Tidings, that publiſh Peace, that 
bring good Tidings . Good, that publiſh Salvation, that ſay 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ! Which place the Apoſtle 
in Rom. 10. 15. interprets expreſly of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. What reafon then have we in this 
Land, in a peculiar manner to þleſs GOD on this 
account! We may doubtleſs, without any vain 
Boaſt aſſert, That God has raiſed up as many of this 
Character among us, in proportion to our Numbers, 
as among any one People whatever. For there is nd 
part of the Chriſtian World, nor any People in it, to 
whom the Goſpel is preached in its Power and Purity, 
ore than to us, by the Rel Miniſtry in this Land. 


* 
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Well then; let us bleſs God that our Eyes behold, and 
our Eges daily hear ſo many of Chriſt's faithful Enj- 
baſſado 


lors: left, by our Ingratitude for ſo ſignal a F 

your, we provoke the gloriaus Head of the Church, to 

remove our Teachers intb Corners, and our golden 

Candleſticks out of their places. E 
Again, 


C Infer. 2. We ſhould pray to God, that the Miniſters, un- 
der whoſe Teachings. he has placed us, may approve them- 
ſelves faithful in the Work of Chriſt ; and that as theſe go 
off the Stage, be would raiſe up others to make good their 
Ground, For, My Hearers, do but conſider, The Sal- 
vation of your precious Souls is a matter of infinite 
Importance to you- And therefore to ſit under the 


- Miniſtry of ſuch as are faithful co Chrift, and have 


the ſalvation of your, Souls much at Heart, is the 
greateſt bleſſing you can enjoy in this World, next to 
ſaving Grace it (elf, For this is the ordinary appoin- 
ted means for'the. Converſion and Salvation of Sin- 
ners *. Surely then, you ſhould be earneft in Prayer 
to God, That ſuch as come to you in b Name, may 
come to you alſo with ha Spirit; and be faithful in 
working the works of him that ſent them. And let 
me obſerve. to you, My dear Brethren, . we greatly 
need your Prayers to God for us; That he would 
firengthen and encourage us, in the hard ſervice we 
are call'd unto: For the ſucceſs of our labours and 
your ſpiritual profiting depend very much upon it. 
Oh then, let me addreſs you, in the Words of the great 
Apoſtle, who knew how to value the Prayers of a Re- 
ligious People; 2. Theſ. 3. 1. Brethren, pray for us, 
that the Word of the LORD may have free courſe, and be 
glorified” among you, And then again, As the Day 
ſpends, and the Night is haſtning upon thoſe who are 
now labouring in God's Harveſt, you ſhould be earneſt 
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in your ſupplications to God, that he would. qualify: . 
and ſend forth others, to ſtand in the place and make + 
good the Ground of thoſe who are going before. And 
bleſſed be God, we have ſuch an hopeful Proſpect at 
this Day, among the Candidates for the Evangelical 
Miniftry : For among theſe, we have a very conſidera- 
ble Number who are excellently qualify'd for the ſer- 
vice of Chtiſt in his Churches, and are likely to do 
worthily in their Day: Theſe are the Hopes of God's 
People for many Years to come. We ſhould therefore 
bleſs God for them; and pray, That be would ſtill raiſe 
up of our Sons for Prophets, and of our Young Men for 
Nazarites . 3 | Vo CS 
Infer. 3. Hence we have reaſon to lay the matter to 
Heart, and be humbled under it, when God removes any of 


hu faithſul Miniſters from us by Death, For as the 


B ſmiles of Heaven are viſible in God's raiſing up and 


continuing his faithful Embaſſadors among us; ſo 
when he deprives us of ſuch by Death, his awful Frowns 
are no leſs to be ſeen in it. And this leads me to ob- 


ſerve to you, the (ad occaſion we have at this Day, to 


lament: before the Lord on this account. For God 
has in a few Years. paſt, taken away. a conſiderable 
number of excellent Miniſters from us; and moſt of 
them in the very ſtrength and flower of their Days; 
when the People of God who ſat under their Miniſtry, 
had their Hopes and Expectations raiſed, that, they 
ſhould have enjoy d a great Blefling in them, for ma- 
ny Nears to come. 125 7 4 * 4 
And among theſe, I think it but à piece of Juftice 


to take particular notice of my late dear Friend and 


Brother, the Reverend Mr. William Waldron, whom 
God has taken from the midſt of us the Week paſt: 
For he juſcly deſerves a public Character, and his Me- 
anory will be precious to all who were intimately acquain- 


ted with him. He was a Man of good Natural Parts, 


— — 9 — — —_ 
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and 
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and had made conſiderable Improvements in Learn- 
mg, both Divine and Humane. And he induftriouſly 
imployed his Talents both natural and acquired, in 
the Service of his Lord and Maſter. He was a true 
and hearty lover of his Country; a ſteady and faithful 
Friend to the invaluable Civil Privileges. we enjoy; 
but more eſpecially was the Religion of Ne- England, 
the pure and ſcriptural Worſhip and Diſcipline of our 
| Churches, and the precious Privileges they enjoy, 
_ exceeding dear to him. He had a remarkable Zeal 
for' the Glory of God and Chriſt ; and he expreſt 
it in bearing frequent faithful Teftimony againſt the 
Sins of the Times, both in Public and Private, and 
was a daily maurner for them. And when any Pro- 
jection was on foot, which he ſaw was for the ad- 
vancement of God's Honour, and the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, no one more readily fell in with it than he 
was wont to do. And whenever the Occaſion call'd 
ſor it, he wou'd ſhew a great deal of Steadineſs and 
Courage in the Cauſe of God, and was always faith- 
\ fol in his Lord's Service. And tho' in his common 
Diſcourſe with his Friends, he was cheerful and en- 
gaging; yet he was circumſpect in it. And when- 
ever the great things of God and another World were 
the Subject of Converſation, he wou'd delightfully 
bear a part in it- Such Diſcourſe he was ready to pro- 
mote on all occaſions, and was very pertinent grave 
and ſerious in it. In a Word, He appear'd very Diſ- 
creet and Pious in his whole Converſation, conſidered 
as a Chriſtian or a Minifter, and was careful to adorn 
the Doctrine of God his Saviour in all things. This 
is a ſhort and imperfe& account of his Life, ſince my 
ficſt acquaintance with him. I have ſaid nothing here, 
but what I am well ſatisfied to be the Truth, from my 
Own perſonal Obſervation and Knowledge of him. 
And anſwerable to ſuch a Life, was the Death of this 
deſireable Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. For tho' in the 
beginning of his laſt 17nef, the Tempter affaulted him, 
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and he was for 4 Time, under ſome Clouds and Dark- 


neſs with reſpe& to his ſpiritual State; yet God was 


infinitely gracious to him, and ſhone gloriouſly into 
his Soul before his Deceaſe, Particularly the Night be- 
fore he died, when the Agonies of Death ſenſibly ſei- 
ſed upon him, he is ſaid to expreſs his Hopes and Joys 
of Heaven with a ſurprizing Pathos, in ſuch Language 


as this: I rejojce, I rejeyce, I rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable 


and full of Glory. And in this ſweet and comfortable 


Frame did he continue, till he breathed out his Spieit 
into the hands of his gracious: Redeemer ; and ſo leſt 
a glorious Teſtimony ' to the Ways and Truths of 


Chriftianity both living and dying. And now we 


have no reaſon to think any other, but that he is gone 
to receive the Reward of a good and faithful Servant, 
and is entred into the.Foy of bu Lord, And is not the 
Death of ſuch an one a great loſs to us all, and ſo to 
be lamented by us? A loſs to the Land and Town, 
and the Churches in them, in general? and more par- 


ticularly to the bereaved Flock and. Family? eſpeci- 
ally when we confider he was taken from us in the 


very ſtrength andeflower of his Days, and while we 


had hopes to have enjoyed a great Bleſſing in him C 


for many Years to come? I pray God ſuch a fad Diſ- 
penſation may be ſanctified to all concerned: But in 
a more peculiar manner to the mournful Widow and 
Fatherleſs Children; to the deſtitute Church and Con- 
gregation, and to his Brethren in the Miniſtry ;eſpe- 
cially the younger of them in this place, who have oft- 


times talen ſweet Counſel together with him; and are how 


heavily mourning over him in the Pſalmiſt'sLanguagey 


Lover and Friend has God put far from us, and aur Ac«. 


quaintance into Darkneſs, 3 
Bfer. 4. Does the Night of Death put an end to the working 


time of Chriſt's Miniſters ? You ſbould then be careful to hearken to 


their faighful Inſtrudt ions while they live, The Day of their Life is 
the only ſeaſon, in which you may expect to hear the Doctrine of 
(PP fon they Fun, the EN OT EY 
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as the Dew, as the ſmall Rain upon the tender Herb, and as the Showre 
upon the Gro. And therefore, if you get no good by rhe 
while they live, there is but littie proſpett of 2 any ben 
from chem after they are Dead and gone. Nay, there is uns 
che Day of Hezard of their riſing up as a art you = 
E and . — before 
w often and ſolemnly they ſpake non, in "a 
2 of the Lord : How often — Counſel'd and Sed, 
00'd and Intreated, Warn'd and Reproy'd you; and all t 50 
purpoſe. And iffo, Tbey chat ſhould be 2 ſavour of Life into Lift 
to you, will through your own Fault, be @ ſavour of Death _ 
Death to you, and & ſad means to 05 ware your Condemina 
ev Miter in the World to come „ Incline your iy 
+ whac God the Lord ſpeaks to you by them. 
7 — "Word of God from their Mouths with Meekneſs: TW 
kure up ttie Truths of i in your Hearts; and bring forth tha 


— — — — — 
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Ecyics-of it in holy Lives and Convetſations: And ſo ſo you'l be 
rown of Jo 2 to them, and uy. a Crown of Va to you, in a 
My of Chri Jeſus., And the — 


4: 8 


güne 5. Are Miniſters bound to dd of him that 
ſent them, while. ic * 2. ; becauſe the Night cometh wherein 
no Man can work? Then we are 4 oblig d 725 this ſame Reaſon, ta 
do the work God has, en u to do, while our Lives laſt. For we 
are all haſtening to e Grave, Hearers as well as ' Miniſters; 
It i appointed-umto all — to die. Heb. 9 27. Now the great 
work, we have to do, is, to ſecure 1. lntereſt in Feſw Chriſt, and 
propane For for the Happineſs of the Heaven! And this work 
| done w : we live in this W or it will remain 
undone to Eternity: for there i no work, nor ; be nor knowledge, 
nor wiſdom in the Grave, whether we are going. O then, let us 
quicken'd from t a ſoma Conſgeraion = do with or might 
N ndeth to do, in Xt Concerns. of our 
Souls.and another World : Let, us 224 doing. and double 
ligetice im theſe moſt important © Affairs ; working cut our 
— with. Fear and Trembling. And then, when out ſhall 
end, and the Night of Death come upot us, and a Period to 
our working time on Earth, we. ſhall be tran to the Glorie 
We ous Rewards, and the Nobler Employmenes of the be Ringo 4. 
bpbove. Por we read in Matth. Fr en 18. that Servant 
w Led when be cometh, ſball find Jo doings agein in Rev. 2 
13. with which I conclude, Bleſſed are * Deaf which die in a 


Lord, from henceforth : yea, ſmth the Spirit, that th re fon 
8 . ld jew d W 8 
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